Case 1 :06-cr-00046-JDB Document 16-2 Filed 08/30/2006 Page 1 of 26 



Honorable Judge John Bates, US District Judge 

US Court House 

333 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

August 24, 2006 



To the Honorable Judge Bates: 

I have known Lorelle Dance for seventeen years. We have been 
married for fifteen years and have remained friends for the entire time 
through good and bad times. Lorelle has a good soul for all. She has 
raised my son, Terrance Jr. since he was 18 months old. He was an 
abandon by his mother. Presently, he is 21 years old in college. And, 
we have an 8-year-old son, Terrell together who loves life and makes 
everyone smile. 

Lorelle has set the tone for other to live to live in a more congenial 
manner. She has done this through controlled restraint and much love. 
Lorelle has opened our home as well as our hearts with a student, who 
was from an abusive home; later the court allowed him (Charles 
Monroe) to live with us until he completed high school on time and 
thereafter enrolled in Virginia Union College. 

Lorelle has shown remorse for her mistake through spiritual healing 
and letting our oldest son as well as students know about making 
better life long choices. She continues to keep her uplifting spirit for 
the kids as well. We have (7) godchildren who in some form look for 
her guidance as well as the students she has taught throughout the 
years and family members. 

I am asking not to remove my friend, my wife from our lives. She is the 
core of our world. 



Sincerely, 
Terrance Dance, Sr. 
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Geraldine Bovde 

2400 Berkley Street 

Temple Hills, Maryland 20748 

24 August, 2006 



Honorable Judge John Bates, US District Judge 
US Court House 
333Constltution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Dear Judge Bates: 

As the "proud" mother of Lorelle Bowie Dance, I see a blossom which showed 
early signs of a caring, thoughtful, concerned and determined individual. 
Lorelle would and still does put others before self. From an early age, Lorelle 
has shared me with her friends so that I'm known as 'Momma Bowie'. Since 
she has shared me with others and watched me interact with them, Lorelle has 
developed her own wonderful rapport in assisting others. I often get calls and 
have listened to the wonderful comments about my daughter! 

Lorelle's sons have benefited from instructions from their mother. Observing 
her techniques of listening, thinking and absorbing the issues have helped 
them to become intense individuals. On top of it all, a little over two moths 
ago, I was admitted to the hospital for open heart surgery with a quadruple 
by-pass. It was Lorelle's devoted concern and diligent care which has helped 
me progress this far. In spite of everything Lorelle still maintains a family, a 
home and a job as well as charity work. 

The world and I are blessed with the constant, consistent joy of knowing 
Lorelle. 



Respectfully, 




/" 




leraldine Bowie 
Mother of Lorelle Bowie Dance 
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Deborah L. Proctoi 
6575 Tip Hill Drive 
LaPlata, Maryland 20646 



August 28, 2006 

The Honorable Judge Jolin Bates 
United States District Judge 
US, Court House 
233 Constitution Ave, N,,W, 
Washington, D„C. 20001 

Dear Judge Bates, 

I am writing to you on behalf of Lorelle Dance, who I have Icnown for 36 years,, We have 
been lifelong friends, growing up together in the same neighborhood and attending the 
same elementary, Junior high, and high schools. I can honestly attest to the fact that she 
is a veiy diligent, hard woiking and conscientious person who would not iiitentionally 
violate the law. She has never been in trouble with the authorities until this incident with 
the District of Columbia Public School System. Lorelle has always been and continues to 
be a role model for her friends and relatives., 1 truly respect and admire her constant 
efforts to motivate and shepherd the young adults in her church and community^ She 
plays an integral part in helping these youth determine their goals, along with a means of 
achieving them. On numerous occasions, Lorelle has voluntarily escorted teenagers to 
colleges and other higher learning institutions as well as vocational schools to broaden 
their minds and allow them to see beyond their present state of being. I oilcn wonder 
how she has the time and energy to take care of her family and others as well I implore 
you to weigh her positive influence on the community and have leniency on Lorelle when 
rendering your decision. I thanlc you in advance for any consideration given this request. 



Sincerely, 



Idilmii t U&tM 



Deborah L, Proctor 



Cc: Attorney Fred Cook, Jr. 

1 1 55 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 

Suite 600 

Washington, D.C. .20036 
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Joan K Jones, ACSW 

8715 Idlewilde Farm Place 
La Plata, MD 20646 

August 26, 2006 

The Honorable Judge John Bates 
United States District Judge 
US Court House 
233 Constitution Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Judge Bates: 

I am wilting to you on behalf of Lorelle Dance, primarily regarding my knowledge of her 
as an employee under my supervision at the Department of Human Services, Washington, 
DC, in the Income Maintenance Administration, Bureau of Program Operations, from 
1995 to 1999. My own employment with the agency spanned 37 years, from October 
1965 in the then Department of Public Welfare until my retirement m March 2000 from 
the Department of Human Services. 

I was Chief of the Bureau of Program Operations, and hired Lorelle to work in my 
immediate office and assist with the management of the Bureau. A principle objective of 
the Bureau was to help more of our clients achieve economic self-sufficiency through 
employment or self-employment, thereby leaving the welfare rolls and becoming 
taxpaying citizens. To accomplish that objective, it was important to provide Bureau 
staff of about 500 employees in nine Decentralized Service Centers the necessary tools to 
carry out their duties as efficiently as possible. Our annual budget for the operation of 
the Bureau was around $30 million dollars, Lorelle's primary duty was to help with 
managing the budget to msure that all of the obligations and objectives of the Bureau 
were met. 

One major accomplishment in which Lorelle played a key role was a change in the 
manner in which the Bureau managed its client database. The Bureau changed its 
operations from a mainframe system of older model computers that only held client and 
related data to an automated system of personal computers with Internet capability. In 
addition, several substandard decentralized Centers were closed and staff reassigned to 
existing or newly renovated Centers. Lorelle was charged with assuring that firrniture, 
equipment, supplies and other resources were ordered for all staff and Centers, It was 
also her duty to see that the budget was properly managed to ensure available fiinds for 
staff salaries, rents, and other obligations. Staff was often complimentary of the fact that 
they were finally being given sufficient resources and tools to properly do their jobs. 
Lorelle was dedicated to meetmg the needs of Bureau staff. 

Lorelle was an exemplary employee who was very diligent in the maimer in which she 
carried out her work. She has a very engaging and pleasant personality, and always 
worked well with her co-workers. She accepted supervision responsibly and was 
thoroughly knowledgeable about her work and the tasks needed to accomplish the 
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objectives of the Bureau of Program Operations. Lorelle was a valuable employee to the 
Bureau and was without peer in her ability to perform her duties. 

Lorelle was also a valuable asset to Shiloh Community United Methodist Church in 
Newburg, Maryland in Charles County. Several years ago, she established at the Church 
a Young People's Choir of elementary aged children, whose musical renditions under her 
direction rivaled that of the Senior Choir, She also assisted in exposing the children to 
events and opportunities, which they had not previously experienced, such as a trip to 
Disney World in Orlando, Florida. Lorelle was also instrumental in getting three separate 
adult singmg groups of Shiloh Church to begin performing some hymns together, which 
they had never done previously, preferring to sing separately. The current Sanctity Unity 
Choir at the church is a direct result of her efforts, and their combined singing is a vast 
improvement over all of the individual groups. 

Lorelle's involvement with Shiloh Church was temporary. She is a lifelong member of 
Nmeteenth Street Baptist Church in Washington, DC where she has been deeply involved 
with the music and other programs of the Church. She readily extends herself to her 
family, her church family, her friends and different communities in need of her talents. 
She is a giving person who often places the needs of others above her own. 

I appreciate the opportunity to give you my assessment of Lorelle's performance in the 
Department of Human Services, Bureau of Program Operations, and in community 
service. I trust you will consider her valuable service to the District and its citizens, 
while in the Bureau, and the fact that she is basically a good and caring person, in 
rendering your decision regarding her case. 



spectfiiliy Siib^itted, 

1 




an V. Jones 



Co: Attorney Fred Cook, Ji, 

1 155 Connecticut Avenue NW 
Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20036 
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8309 Deerstili Way 
Clinton, Maryland 20735 
{301)856-1378 
August 23, 2006 

Judge John Bates 

U.S. District Judge 

U.S. Courttiouse 

333 Constitution Ave., NW 

Washington, D.C. 20001 



Dear Judge Bates, 

This is to put on record my personal knowledge of Mrs. Lorelle Dance. I am aware of 
her present legal situation and her deep remorse of what has happened. 

I have known Lorelle before she came to Booker L Washington Public Charter High 
School. She was the godmother of one of my former students-Charies Monroe. Mrs. 
Dance was able to guide Charles while he pursued his dream of attending college. At 
Booker L, Mrs. Dance worked as a long-term substitute teacher 

During her tenure at Booker T, 1 came to know Lorelle as a woman of utter integrity 
and concern for the students. As an educator, Lorelle chaired the homecoming 
committee and through her efforts, the school experienced its first Junior/Senior prom. 
This was a very successful event. She also worked very hard with the senior class by 
encouraging the young people to attend college or seek meaningful employment. 

In addition to her character, devotion, ability and talents, Mrs. Dance Is also blessed 
with a loving and supporting family. I truly consider Lorelle Dance a friend and an asset 
for her community. 

Sincerely, 




Mrs. Paulette B. Gaines 



cc: Attorney Fred Cook, Jr. 



Case 1:06-cr-00046-JDB Document 16-2 Filed 08/30/2006 Page 15 of 26 



August 23, 2006 




AUG 2 8 2006 



RUBIN, WINSTON, DIFRCKS 
flARRIS & COOKE Ur 



The Honorable John Bates 
United States District Judge 
District of Columbia 
United States Court House 
333 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 



Dear Judge Bates: 

This letter is written as a character reference for Mrs. Lorelle Bowie Dance. 

I have known Mrs. Dance for thirty (30) years. As a young teenager, she along 
with her family are faithful members of our church. Nineteenth Street Baptist 
Church. As a close knit congregation we provided a caring spiritual environment 
for our children and youth to ensure that they become productive citizens. 

Throughout the years I have known her she has appUed the many lessons 
learned of self-discipline to her daily Uving. Her personal behaviors of 
responsibility, consideration for others in speech and in actions, cooperativeness 
and conmiitment, were always prominent as she assumed leadership roles and 
responsibility among her peers, members of her Church conmmnity, and those 
she came in touch with. 

She has been an active member in our Church School ( Sunday School ) through 
the years; provided leadership in foniiing a Young People's Choir; participated 
in and help choreograph our liturgical dance group; and always willing and 
ready to provide assistance to those in need, both young and elderly and taught 
her children to do likewise. 

She is truly an asset to our Church Community. 

^ncerely, ^ 

Margie L. Thomas 
Church School Superintendent 
901 Sixth Street SW #707A 
Washington DC 20024 



Wm-s. 



CC: Frederick Cook, Jn Esq. 
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August 25, 2006 



The Honorable John D. Bates 

United States District Court Judge 

U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia 

E. Barrett Prettyman US. Courthouse 

333 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Mrs. Loreile Dance 




RUBIN, WINSTON P!Fr-( m; 
HARRIS & COOKI ' ' 



Dear Judge Bates: 

I write in support of Mrs, Lorelle Dance. As a former student of Mrs. Dance I 
have known her for approximately two years. During these two years, she has taught and shown 
me a great deal of life skills 1 first met Mrs. Dance when I was in high school. None of the 
teachers and staff there believed in me. I was viewed as a disruptive individual who wasn't 
expected to succeed in life. As you can imagine, knowing how the staff perceived me was very 
discouraging. The Dean of Students even said to me, "I feel sorry for you when you leave here ." 
What distressing words to say and hear! The really sad part was that the comment was not just 
meant for me but for all the other students as well. I immediately went to Ms. Dance and told 
her. Ms. Dance's response was "Joseph, don't worry about what they say. Some adults don't 
loiow how to be an adult in certain situations. All you need to worry about is graduating on 
time." 

With hei encouragement and support, graduating became my goal and I did well, 
Mrs. Dance and her husband even bought my tuxedo for the Prom, I am truly gratefial for all of 
the many things that the Dance family did for me because I Icnow without a doubt that if Mrs. 
Dance had not pushed me to beat the odds I would still be stuck in a state of menial bondage 
with no purpose or direction. Thanks to her my life has taken a 360° turn 

Mrs. Dance has been a loving and caring teacher since the first day I met her. Not 
only has she always been a positive role model for me, but for many other students as well. Mrs. 
Dance continues to be an encouraging and inspiring influence on all of us., I truly believe that 
she is remorseful., Thank you 



Siiip^'felyi 



Joseph Brown 

1510 Van Buren Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20012 



cc: Frederick Cooke Jr , Esquire 
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MalikahAsh ., ,, 

9560 Cannoneer Ct- PJr— ^JLj^J '''' S 

Unit 402 




Manassas, VA 201 10 UUj /i,lJG 2o ZOOR 

703-365-9077 | ^ 

August 23. 2006 ^^jlSM'iu/' 



Frederick Cooke Jr., Esq, 
1 155 Connecticut Avenue 
Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20036 

Attorney Frederick Cooke: 

Subject: Lorelie Dance 

This letter is written in support of Mrs Lorelle Dance. I have known Mrs Dance since 2001 
She has been a colleague and a dear fiiend over the past five years. I have spoken with her at 
length regarding her case and the cu-cumstances surrounding it. She is aware of her mistake and 
is extremely remorsefii! 

She is a good wife to her husband Terrence and a devoted mother to her sons, Terrence Jr. and 

Terrell, She has always has a close and loving relationship with her immediate and extended 
family Lorelle has always been actively involved in her church serving as a choir director, 
Sunday school teacher and liturgical dance leader. 

She is an extremely kind and loyal person with a great deal of integrity. I am proud to call her 
friend. Her firiendship is something that I value tremendously. She is a blessing to me and all 
those who know her . 

If I may be of forther assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 






'/L 

Malikah Ash 
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161-4 Garden Path 
Winston-Salem, NC 27104 
August 24, 2006 

Honorable Judge Jolui Bates, US District Judge 
US Court House 
333 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

To the Honorable Judge Bates: 



1^ i 



U..^, AU'j I 2005 s. 



mm. wmsTON, diercks 

_HARR!S & COOKE LLP ' 



The purpose of writing this is to offer a character reference on behalf of Lorelle Dance, 
whom 1 have Icnown for over 30 years. 

Ever since I have known Lorelle Dance, she was very active in her church and 
community. She is a person who will go beyond the limits to help someone in need. As 
a college student, Lorelle and 1 became close when I joined the People's Ensemble of the 
Nineteenth Street Baptist Church,, Under Lorelle's and her mother's direction, we would 
sing every third Sunday and on other special occasions. In addition to directing the 
chorus, Lorelle would direct the Young Adult Choir, choreograph dances for the 
Liturgical Dance Ministry and help whh the Vacation Bible School. She was a 
wonderful influence for me and others at Nineteenth Street Baptist Church. 



Lorelle has a big heart and because of this, she would reach out to people who were in 
need. Lorelle wanted to help the community, so we would take our chorus group on the 
road to different churches and raise money for youth programs, choirs and the building 
fund,. One intimate memory of her benevolence is when we sang at the St- John's 
Memorial Church in order to raise money for the daycare, the choirs, and the television 
ministry- Reverend Paulette Brockington was overwhelmed with emotion as she thanked 
Lorelle for the outpouring of love she had shovm to the Church. More specifically, 
Lorelle gave her own money and time to support the church's efforts- She is truly a quiet 
giant, (behind the scenes) that inspires people to push forward and accomplish goals. 
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Lorelle's natuie and philosophy is to always look for the best in others and do whatever is 
necessary to help them perform to their fullest potential. Lorelle has been a mentor and a 
second mother to many children. Two years ago, she took a young teenage male (Charles 
Monroe) into her home, because he had no where else to go. She made him apart of her 
family while already raising two sons of her own. After nurturing and providing a 
lovable, warm, protecting environment, she was able to motivate him to achieve good 
grades, graduate and help him get into college,, 

Lorelle has truly been an inspiration to me in many ways. In 2002, 1 was diagnosed with 
hyperthyroidism,. She helped me through this difficult time in my life by being my 
support system and doing whatever it was necessary to safeguard ray health. Lorelle is a 
true friend who has the ability to touch lives in a positive way. Additionally, she is 
inspirational, trustworthy, dependable, caring and humble. 

As you can see, one person can make a difference. In the words of John J. Mcloy, he 
states that, "Humility leads to strength and not to weakness. It is the highest form of self- 
respect to admit mistalces and to make amends for them". Lorelle Dance had an 
unfortunate incident to occur in her life and she feels very remorseful. She is a changed 
person and has learned from her mistakes. If you believe in second chances, giving her 
one would be a true asset to the community. 
Thank you for your consideration. 




Loretta Avery 
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4416 Castleford Court 

Wliite Plains, MD 20695 — 

August 24, 2006 I: ' '? E i 



[i 



Judge Joliii Bates, US District Court Judge 
US Court House 
333 Constitution Avenue, NW. 
Washington, DC 20001 

To the Honorable Judge Bates: 



UU AUG 2 3 2Quu 



RUBIN, WINSTON, Di' 
HARRIS & COQKi 



This letter is in reference to the character of Mis. Lorelle Bowie Dance. I first met 
Lorelle during the late 1960's, at the Nineteenth Street Baptist Church, in Washington, 
DC. With the difference of ages by a few years, we were active in the church as well as 
the church school, Lorelle was actively involved with the Girls Ensemble, Junior and 
Senior Liturgical Dance Ministry, The Young Adult Choir, and assisted her mother with 
the church school choir on special occasions. 

Ever since I can remember Lorelle has demonstrated excellent leadership skills. In the 
early 1980's, Lorelle asked me to join the People's Ensemble Choir. This was a choir 
Lorelle organized with young adults from the church as well as her peers. This was truly 
a family event. Every practice started off and ended in a prayer. This choir became an 
extended family, due to the advice, support and most of all, the abundance of love we all 
shared, 



"^1 



Lorelle mentored the young ladies in the Junior Liturgical Dance Ministry, as well as 
some of her son's friends Although this was not her responsibility, she felt compelled to 
Mentor the youth in order to help them stayed focus and on track with their educational 
endeavors. Lorelle encouraged students to further their education by supplying them 
with college entrance materials, PSAT, SAT, ACT, and reminded them of college 
deadlines. An example of her mentorship is when she would help the young ladies solve 
teenage problems that they had encountered in church and in school. 
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Her Mother-Daughter hke conversations prepared the girls mentally and spiritually. 
More importantly, she was always the one you could call anytime, whether it was day or 
night. She has a way of communicating to the youth and not sounding like a nagging 
Mother I know for a fact that Lorelle has a unique way of dealing with teenagers, 
because she has spoken to my 15 year old daughter about her career aspiration and has 
encouraged her to focus on higher level courses necessary for her college career She 
has even persuaded her to consider North Carolina A & T State University, her alma 
mater, to further her college experience. This is a great example of how she has touched 
the lives of our youth. 

In closing, it is understood that Lorelle did not use good Judgment, However she now 
realizes it was poor judgment on her part, Lorelle is very sorry for going against her 
values, I believe she has learned her lesson because she is a new person spiritually. 
Lorelle is a Mother, Wife, Daughter, Mentor and a Friend who is kind and caring. 

Thank you in advance for taking the time in addressing this letter 



Sincerely, 




Karen Sidney-Drumgold 



cc 

Attorney Frederick Cooke, Jr- 



Case 1 :06-cr-00046-JDB Document 16-2 Filed 08/30/2006 Page 22 of 26 



DR. JERRY A. MOORE, JR 

1612 BUCHANAN STREET, NORTHWEST 

WASHINGTON, D.C„ 20011-4612 

23 August 2006 



To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter will certify that I have known Lorelle Dance all of her life. She was 
reared in a good respectable family. Lorelle attended Church regularly and 
participated in a variety of activities. When she became a teenager she assisted 
her mother by directing a teenage group of singers that performed for worship 
services. As her pastor, I had frequent contacts with Lorelle and members of her 
family. They are upstanding members of the community. 

Lorelle's recent problems with the law have come to my attention. This is 
regretted. Notwithstanding her error, she is redeemable. She has much to 
contribute to the community. Given the opportunity she will prove to be a shining 
star. 



Very truly yours, 




Jen^A. Moore, Jr. PhD 



® g 



■»!— ^ 



AUG 2 5 2006 



RUBiN. WINSTON, DItRCKS, 
tiARRIS & COOKE LiP 



Character reference 
Lorelle Dance 



Case 1:06-cr-00046-JDB Document 16-2 Filed 08/30/2006 Page 23 of 26 



^XJ g 





August 14, 2006 ' ' AuG 2 "^ 

Honorable Judge John Bates I '^''f''*^. ^Vff^^TTil"^ .„ 

US District Judge ^ l^.^Hiii£oA-j:^^ 

US Court House 

333 Constitution Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Honorable Judge John Bates, 

This letter is to serve as a character letter for Mrs~ Lorelle Dance. I have known Lorelle 
Dance for over twenty four (24) years. Mrs. Dance and I met when she attended North 
Carolina Agricultural & Technical University where I was enrolled as a student as well 
My introduction to Mrs. Dance was facilitated by a trusted friend and has led to a kindred 
relationship that has lasted nearly a quarter of a century. My relationship with Mrs. 
Dance quickly became one of "family" and I, too have been welcomed into her family for 
years. I have observed Mrs. Dance grow professionally and personally from a grounded 
college student to a mature woman, wdfe, mother and friend. 

Mrs. Dance has discussed her mistake with me openly, honestly, with much remorse. 
Having been invited as an "adopted" member of Mrs. Dance's family, I have had the 
good fortune to have access to ihe tutelage of her mother and father, aunts, cousins, 
sibling and family who have had a positive influence on my personal and professional 
life. Mrs. Dance comes from a family with strong core moral values and possesses these 
strong values. 

I have not had the opportunity to reside in the same city as Mrs. Dance since college, as 
my career has taken me to other parts of the coimtry; however, our relationship remains 
as close as it was twenty four years ago. Mrs. Dance has always been open and honest 
with me and has expressed genuine regret for her actions. Over the years as a native 
resident to the Washington Metropolitan area, Mrs. Dance has gained a wealth of respect 
from her family, colleagues, friends, acquaintances and church family. Mrs. Dance gives 
of her time and her finances to help those less fortunate. I have personally witnessed 
Mrs. Dance sacrifice for children of all backgrounds. 

It is with much sadness in my heart that I am writing a letter for Mrs. Dance for this 
situation; however, it is my pleasure to do so. I trust and know that Mrs. Dance has 
grown tremendously from her actions which are uncharacteristic of the Lorelle Dance 
that I know and love. Despite Mrs. Dance's actions, I stand beside her. It is my hope 
that the court shows Mrs. Dance mercy and utilizes her skills to make a difference in the 
community. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to present this letter. 

Respectfully, 




Tracy Hill ^ 

Cc: Attorney Frederick Cooke, Jr. 
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August 20, 2006 ,, i ^r^A^ 

' ' AUG 2 3 2005 



Judge John Bates, U„S„ District Judge 

333 Constitution Avenue NW '^ifiiN winstonTdTercks 

Washington, DC 20001 [ ' HARRIS & CQQKE UP 




B f H'^ 



Dear Judge Bates: 

My name is Jaleya D. Leonard. I have known Mrs. Lorelle Dance since I was four years 
old, while attending the same church. My relationship with Mrs, Dance blossomed in 
September 2001, when we became members of the Littirgical Dance Ministry at our 
church,, Since loiowing Mrs. Dance, she has given me a lot of emotional support, 
especially since the passing of my grandmother on March 8, 2006. 

Before my grandmother passed away, Mrs. Dance helped my sister make her decision on 
which college she was going to attend. The school in which my sister decided to choose 
is Mrs, Dance's Alma Martyr. So when my sister was away at college in North Carolina, 
Mrs. Dance offered to talce me to visit my sister. She did this out of the kindness of her 
heart because she knows how much my sister means to me. My sister is now a junior 
accountant major and she is very pleased about the decision she made. 



Since ray grandmother's passing, Mrs,, Dance calls me every day to check on me just to 
see how I am doing and if I have everything I need for college. She is like a spiritual 
mother to me, making sure I always keep God in the center of my life., Mrs. Dance is a 
phenomenal person. She never puts herself first; she always puts her family first and 
malces sure that her loved ones have the necessary tools they need in succeeding through 
every day life. For example, in 2001 , Mrs. Dance allowed her older son's best friend to 
live with them because he had no other place to go. Even though she was going through 
problems at that particular time in her life, she Icnew that she could not turn her back on 
her son's best friend. While living in her home, he was able to finish high school and 
eventually attend college; he graduated last year. 

If 1 ever have a problem with something, I always go to Mrs. Dance because she puts the 
predicaments in a spiritual aspect to malce it clearer for me to get through the situation at 
hand. Mrs. Dance has made my transition from teenager to young adult simpler because 
she was once young. She loiows the ups and downs of transitioning from high school to 
college. Her relafionship with teens and young adults is a blessing because she can 
connect with each person on a different level I believe she enhanced her skills regarding 
teenagers and young adults when she was a high school teacher at Booker T, Washington 
Public Charter School located in Washington, DC„ Even there, people would always go 
to Mrs. Dance for advice or just someone to talk to because she listened to their problems 
and they confided in her. 
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She is truly a woman of God and only wants to do the will of God. People malce 
mistakes. Yes, 1 recognize (as well as Mrs. Dance) that she made a mistalce, but we learn 
from our mistakes and move on with our lives,, We are only human. In the end, God is 
the number one judge. Please talce this letter into consideration as you come to a closure 
with the case involving Mrs. Lorelle Dance. 



Best regards 




ieya I). Leonard 



cc: 



Attorney Fred Cooke, Jr. 

11 55 Connecticut Avenue NW Suite 600 

Washington, DC 20036 



